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Sweden

Norway

Finland

Denmark

A hub for ideas, science and 

culture

Greater Copenhagen



17 higher education institutions

17 research parks and incubators

14 000 researchers 

150 000 students



LUND 
UNIVERSITY

EDUCATION, RESEARCH AND COLLABORATION SINCE 1666



8 000 employees
40 000 students

3 campuses



VISION: A world-class

university that works to 

understand, explain

and improve our world and 

the human condition.



PRIORITY AREAS: 

• Education and research are to 

be intertwined

• Stimulating active 

collaboration to solve societal 

challenges





UNIVERSITY MISSION
RESEARCH

EDUCATION PUBLIC OUTREACH



URBAN LIVING 
LABS



Urban living labs are geographically 

or institutionally bounded spaces 

“devised to design, test and learn 
from social and technical innovation 
in real world settings” and in real 

time. 

adopted from Voytenko et al 2016



Urban living labs are also an approach for 

intentional co-creation and collaborative 

experimentation of researchers, citizens, 

companies and local governments.



CRITICAL ADVANTAGES

ULLs connect partners from various 

sectors with complementary competences, 

skills, resources and agency.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

CIVIL SOCIETY ACADEMIA



CHARACTERISTICS

Geographical 

embeddedness

Experimentatio

n & learning

Participation 
& user 

involvement

Leadership 

& 

ownership

Evaluation 
of actions 

and impact

Voytenko, Y., McCormick, K., Evans, J. and Schliwa, G. 2016. Urban living labs for 
sustainability and low carbon cities in Europe: towards a research agenda Based on slide courtesy

of Voytenko Palgan



STRATEGIC CIVIC GRASSROOTS

TYPES OF URBAN LIVING LABS



EXAMPLES OF URBAN LIVING 
LABS



SHARING CITIES SWEDEN





BRUNNSHÖ G

• High-tech

• Social innovation

• User 
engagement

• Ambitious goals

• Evaluation

Foto: Perry Nordeng
https://www.lund.se/brunnshog/om/projekt/



SEGE park

COLLABORATION ACROSS ACTORS



SEGE park

ENGAGEMENT WITH ACADEMIA



STPLN open maker space

Experimentation

Co-creation

Evaluation

“Stapeln has developed organically as a botto

m up 

initiative. One could try out different options in 

this 

development, it was a self-movement with info

rmal 

learning.”



UNIVERSITY ROLES IN URBAN LIVING 
LABS

Development    Participation Evaluation Employment 



CRITICAL ADVANTAGES FOR ACADEMIA

Identifying problems and challenges 

together with societal actors to secure 

relevance and topicality of education and 

research



CRITICAL ADVANTAGES FOR ACADEMIA

Developing solutions and testing them 

with societal actors, in real situations and 

contexts 



CRITICAL ADVANTAGES FOR ACADEMIA

Learning from partners in living labs: 

knowledge, skills, diversity of views and 

interests, complexity of real life contexts



CRITICAL ADVANTAGES FOR ACADEMIA

Profiling academia as a change agent and 

increasing its societal relevance and 

impact



CRITICAL ADVANTAGES FOR ACADEMIA

New networks, collaborations and shared 

practices are created



SKILLS AND EXPERTISE FOR 
URBAN SUSTAINABILITY 

TRANSITIONS



We produce and share actionable knowledge 
for sound decision making at all levels, from 

the local to the global, and we educate 
future leaders and change agents to enable 
transitions to climate neutral and resource-

efficient economies.

VISION OF THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR 
INDUSTRIAL ENVIRONMENTAL ECONOMICS (IIIEE)



4 RESEARCH 
THEMES

BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT 

AND PRACTICE

POLICY 

INTERVENTIONS

URBAN 

TRANSFORMATION

CONSUMPTION 

GOVERNANCE



EDUCATION

The 4 research themes are 
translated into MSc courses
Practice oriented
Mission driven



ALL COURSES ENGAGE WITH 
STAKEHOLDERS

• Presentations and lectures by stakeholders

• Study visits & evaluations of companies, regions, municipalities

• Audience for course work presentations, feedback

• “Topics fair” for MSc theses 

• Discussants during MSc defences



SUSTAINABILITY SOLUTIONS IN CONTEXT

• Student teams conduct client projects all over the world. 

• Assist organisations and governmental institutions in finding 
solutions to their individual sustainability challenges

• The students:
• Apply sustainability concepts, tools and strategies in a real-world context;

• Systematically analyse and intervene in a real-life complex systems;

• Develop professional conduct and skills when working with practitioners.

• Learn to communicate orally and in writing with non-academic audiences.



I I I EE  PODCAST

OUTREACH



Mission

To make sustainability more accessible 
and engaging by connecting the 
podcast to research, events and people 
relevant to the activities of the IIIEE.

www.iiiee.lu.se/podcast



xxx

MASSIVE OPEN ONLINE COURSES



SOCIETAL IMPACT
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